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DISCIPLESHIP—SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 
 

NEHEMIAH 8:1-12 
 
 

Chapter Seven 
 
A. Walls were built 
B. Doors hung 
C. Gatekeepers, Levites (assistants to the priests), and Singers appointed 
 
Orders Given—Nehemiah 7:3 NKJV 
 
“And I said to them, “Do not let the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is 
hot; and while they stand guard, let them shut and bar the doors; and appoint 
guards from among the inhabitants of Jerusalem, one at his watch station and 
another in front of his own house.”” 
Nehemiah 7:3 NKJV 
 
In chapters 1-5, Nehemiah had faced Satan’s most effective weapons: fear,  
 
discouragement, compromise, slander, and diversion. Chapter 6 offered the  
 
COMPLETION of the wall. Being aware of possible attacks by their enemies,  
 
Nehemiah ordered that the gates not be opened until “the sun is hot.” 
 
 
Chapter seven informs us that the city was large/spacious, only a few people  
 
lived in the city (houses had not yet been rebuilt). Nehemiah calls for a  
 
registration of all the people by family. The grand total was 49,972 (this did not  
 



include those who could not find their family records). 
 
 
The inhabitants of the city gave 375 pounds of gold and 2.5 tons of silver. The  
 
value of the gold (in today’s dollars) is 10,800,000 dollars. Two and a half tons of  
 
silver (5000 pounds) at 362.40 per pound has a present value of 1,812,000  
 
dollars. The total value of both the gold and silver was a whopping 12,612,000  
 
dollars!!! Their giving was an act of LOVE TOWARD GOD—demonstrating their  
 
spiritual growth and maturity—this is the place of RENEWAL! In the midst of their  
 
trials, problems, and difficulties, they grew spiritually—they learned and  
 
embraced what it meant to TRUST God and WALK IN FAITH. Their problems  
 
actually contributed to and accelerated their spiritual growth! 
 
 
1Peter 1:6-7 NKJV 
“In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have 
been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much 
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to 
praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,” 
I Peter 1:6-7 NKJV 
 
NLT 
“So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure 
many trials for a little while. These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is 
being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious 
than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will 
bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is 
revealed to the whole world.” 
1 Peter 1:6-7 NLT 



 
 
CHARACTERISTICS OF SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 
 

1. SERVE WITH GOD’S PEOPLE HARMONIOUSLY 

 
Nehemiah 8:1 NKJV 
“Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that was in 
front of the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the 
Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded Israel.” 
 
A. gathered together as one man 
B. they told Ezra to bring the Book 
 
 
THIS PRESENTS A PICTURE OF UNITY. Loan-sharking and exploitation had been  
 
replaced with love for one another and genuine compassion toward one another.  
 
This is the fruit of RENEWAL!  
 
 
WHEN WE GET RIGHT WITH GOD, WE GET RIGHT WITH ONE ANOTHER. When  
 
we get the perpendicular relationship in order, it follows that our horizontal  
 
relationships will be made right!!! When we get right with God, we get right with  
 
His family.  
 
If we hold bitterness in our hearts toward anyone, for any reason, WE ARE IN  
 
NEED OF SPIRITUAL RENEWAL. Conversely, if we love our brothers and sisters in  
 
Christ (even those hard to love), and can serve the Lord with them harmoniously,  
 



we may not need renewal. 
 
 

1. WE WILL LISTEN TO GOD ATTENTIVELY 

 
Nehemiah 8:2-3 NKJV 
“So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly of men and women and 
all who could hear with understanding on the first day of the seventh month. 
Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from 
morning until midday, before the men and women and those who could 
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.” 
 
 
Attentive—means closely keeping one’s mind on something. To be spiritually  
 
renewed is to have a desire for God and His Word. Our desire ought be this: to be  
 
where the Word is being taught and preached—not just on Sunday, but at every  
 
opportunity, we are seeking to hear what thus says the Lord. 
 
 
1Peter 2:1-3 NKJV 
“Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil 
speaking, as newborn babes, desire the PURE milk of the word, that you may 
grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” 
 
 
PURE spiritual milk—unadulterated or without contamination—God’s Truth. Our  
 
desire ought be for God’s Word—that which is not contaminated with human  
 
opinions, visions, or manly teachings (cults, societies, false religions, etc.). We are  
 
to have a HIGH regard for the Word of God—no rival to it!!! 
 



 
CONTEXT: 
 
Nehemiah 8:4-5 NKJV 
“So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood which they had made for the 
purpose; and beside him, at his right hand, stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, 
Urijah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah; and at his left hand Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, 
Hashum, Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. And Ezra opened the book in 
the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up.” 
 
A. Ezra standing on a raised platform 
B. The people ALL STOOD UP 
 
Jesus taught that the Bible is the Word of God in written form. Six times in the  
 
gospels Jesus refers to the Scriptures as the Word of God. 
 
Luke 8:19-21 NKJV 
“Then His mother and brothers came to Him, and could not approach Him 
because of the crowd. And it was told Him by some, who said, “Your mother and 
Your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see You.” But He answered and 
said to them, “My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God 
and do it.”” 
 

1. WORSHIP GOD REVERENTLY 

 
Nehemiah 8:6-8 NKJV 
“And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. Then all the people answered, “Amen, 
Amen!” while lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground. Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, 
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, 
and the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law; and the people stood 
in their place. So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they 
gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading.” 
 



NLT 
Then Ezra praised the Lord, the great God, and all the people chanted, “Amen! 
Amen!” as they lifted their hands. Then they bowed down and worshiped the 
Lord with their faces to the ground. The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, 
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, and 
Pelaiah—then instructed the people in the Law while everyone remained in their 
places. They read from the Book of the Law of God and clearly explained the 
meaning of what was being read, helping the people understand each passage.” 
Nehemiah 8:6-8 NLT 
 
 
SPIRITUALLY RENEWED persons love going to church to worship God! 
 
How would you respond to one who says he or she can worship on the golf  
 
course, or on the boat, or while hunting in the woods? 
 
Hebrews 10:25 NKJV 
“not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, 
but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 
 
NLT 
“And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage 
one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” 
Hebrews 10:25 NLT 
 
WARNING: Missing church OCCASIONALLY is ok, but to HABITUALLY be absent  
 
is SIN! Being outside with nature is no substitute or replacement for authentic  
 
worship with other brothers and sisters in Christ!!! On the other hand, authentic  
 
worship always centers on the Word of God and our obedience to that Word. 
 
 
The Word was first read to the people! 
 



Persons among them were then “making the Word clear and giving the meaning  
 
so that people could understand what was being read. They simply explained— 
 
broke it down—so the people could understand it. Preaching is effective when 
the  
 
one preaching is able to explain the Word so that the heaters of that Word can  
 
understand it and then apply it to their lives. 
 

1. BE WOEFULLY SORRY WHILE CONFESSING OUR SINS 

A. Instructed the people not to weep—for this was a time of joy. 
 
B. Hearing the Word convicted them and it caused them to weep! 
 
Hebrews 4:12-13 NKJV 
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no 
creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of 
Him to whom we must give account.” 
 
Christians are not perfect, but when confronted by the Word of God, it ought  
 
break our hearts when our lives do not measure up to His Word! This is why  
 
CONFESSION is necessary. 
 

1. OBEY GOD’S WORD JOYFULLY  

Nehemiah 8:10-18 NKJV 
“Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send 
portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. 
Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” So the Levites quieted all 



the people, saying, “Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved.” And all the 
people went their way to eat and drink, to send portions and rejoice greatly, 
because they understood the words that were declared to them. Now on the 
second day the heads of the fathers’ houses of all the people, with the priests and 
Levites, were gathered to Ezra the scribe, in order to understand the words of the 
Law. And they found written in the Law, which the Lord had commanded by 
Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of the 
seventh month, and that they should announce and proclaim in all their cities and 
in Jerusalem, saying, “Go out to the mountain, and bring olive branches, branches 
of oil trees, myrtle branches, palm branches, and branches of leafy trees, to make 
booths, as it is written.” Then the people went out and brought them and made 
themselves booths, each one on the roof of his house, or in their courtyards or 
the courts of the house of God, and in the open square of the Water Gate and in 
the open square of the Gate of Ephraim. So the whole assembly of those who had 
returned from the captivity made booths and sat under the booths; for since the 
days of Joshua the son of Nun until that day the children of Israel had not done 
so. And there was very great gladness. Also day by day, from the first day until the 
last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. And they kept the feast seven 
days; and on the eighth day there was a sacred assembly, according to the 
prescribed manner.” 
 
 
After confessing sin, it is time to celebrate the GRACE of God and His 
FORGIVENESS! We should also share that grace with others. Conversely, 
UNCONFESSED SIN takes away our desire to reach the lost and lead them to 
Christ. UNCONFESSED sin is a BARRIER TO EVANGELISM. It can lead one to believe 
they are unworthy to do such great and godly work! 
 
 
 
Psalms 51:10-13 NKJV 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do 
not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners shall be converted to You.” 
 
When we understand the Word of God and embrace the Word of God, we can  



only then celebrate. We can experience the JOY OF THE LORD AS OUR  
STRENGTH. 
 
Psalms 19:8 NLT 
“The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart. The 
commands of the Lord are clear, giving insight for living.” 
 
Understanding the Word of God brings JOY and desire to fellowship with other 
Christians.  
 
A. A proclamation to gather together—gather tree branches to make booths to  
 
worship under as a reminder of their having wandered in the wilderness 
 
Summary: 
 
Serve with God’s people harmoniously. 
Listen to God’s Word respectfully. 
Worship God reverently 
Confess all sin mournfully. 
Obey God’s Word joyfully.  
 
Nehemiah 8:17b 
And there was very great gladness!!! 
 
 

 


